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German, French, Dutch, Belgian, Swiss, Czech, and Austrian
industries! But someone will have to take the business in
hand, Someone must have the contract, so to speak. We're
the leading industrial nation, in this Raum (region) at least.
Will anyone deny that? There are enormous possibilities for
all of us."

"But wouldn't this centralized leadership involve totali-
tarian, centralized planning?" I objected* "And wouldn't
that mean the abolition of free initiative for private enter-
prise? Shouldn't we find ourselves irrevocably com-
mitted to a Bolshevist planned economy, with controlled
production and consumption?**

"My dear sir, in any case we are only trustees for the
public authorities. All this will happen whether we want it
or not. What does property mean nowadays? It's only a
polite fiction. Besides," argued Rochling, "there'll always be
room for private enterprise. What has to be planned is the
framework. But that will have to be a real plan. No getting
round that. You're a farmer, and probably you are saying
to yourself that all this is entirely incompatible with your
eback to the land* schemes for the German nation. Between
ourselves, what your Darre says on that subject is nonsense,
Don?t take it amiss when I say that. You can't put back
the industrialization process. Our strength and our future
lie in our industries. Let us leave agriculture to the other
nations in this Raum"

We went on talking of the possibilities of such develop-
ments, of the necessary magnitude of a unified region, and
* the means of promoting its gradual development. Hitler,
we agreed, had stopped half way, but he was capable of
making further progress* Such crazy folk as the Gauleiter
of the Saar (at that time a mar* named. Spaniol) must, of
course, be removed. He would see to that, "The only
opponent we need take seriously is Russia," he added, "We
must liquidate her power before she liquidates us. Her
territories belostg to our Raum"

When we parted, it was almost morning. "Help us to
clear away the first obstacle,39 he said i& farewell. Then he
got out, while I weixt on to Frajikfort.

"Doia't do anything stupid/* he added.   ,"DonYspoi!